
Cancún	
  

Is  a  coastal  city  in  Mexico's 
easternmost state, Quintana Roo, on 
the  Yucatán  Peninsula.  Cancun  is 
located on the Yucatan Channel that 
separates Mexico from the island of 
Cuba  in  the  Greater  Antilles.  The 
Cancun region is  sometimes known 
as the Mexican Caribbean.

Cancun  is  the  municipal  seat  of 
the Benito Juárez municipality and a 
world-renowned  tourist  resort.  The 

city centre is located on the mainland 
which  connects  the  Nichupté  and 
Bojórquez  lagoons  to  a  narrow  "7" 
shaped  island  where  the  modern 
beachfront  hotels  are  located.  The 
island of  Isla  Mujeres  is  located  off 
the coast and is accessible by boat 
from Puerto Juarez.

Tourism

There  are  about  150  hotels  in 
Cancún  with  more  than  24,000 
rooms  and  380  restaurants.  Four 
million visitors arrive each year in an 
average  of  190  flights  daily.[citation 
needed] The Hotel Zone of Cancun is 
shaped like a 7 with bridges on each 
end  connecting  to  the  mainland. 
Hotels on the vertical or long side of 
the 7 tend to have rougher beaches 
and beach erosion can be a problem. 
Resorts  on  the  horizontal  or  short 

end of the seven tend to have more 
gentle surf because the waves here 
are  blocked  by  the  island  of  Isla 
Mujeres which lies just off shore. The 
Hotel  Zone offers  a  broad range of 
accommodations,  ranging  from 
relatively  inexpensive  motel-style 
facilities in  the older  section closest 
to the mainland, to high-priced luxury 
hotels  in  the  later  sections,  great 
malls,  theme  parks  and  swimming 
with dolphins activity.



On  the  opposite  side  of  the  island 
from  the  Caribbean  Sea  is  the 
Nichupté Lagoon,  which is  used for 
boating excursions and jet-ski jungle 
tours.

Cancun is also the gateway to the 
Riviera Maya, another tourist pole in 
the area, where people go attracted 
by  the  numerous  archaeological 
sites, as Coba and Tulum, the many 
cenotes,  the  ecological  parks  as 
Xcaret and charming towns as Playa 
del Carmen.

Mayan	
  

archaeological	
  sites

There  are  some (relatively)  small 
Mayan vestiges of the pre-Columbian 
Maya civilization in Cancún.  El  Rey 
(Las Ruinas del Rey) is located in the 
Hotel  Zone.  El  Meco,  a  more 
substantial  site,  is  found  on  the 
mainland  just  outside  the  city  limits 
on the road to Punta Sam.

Close by in the Riviera Maya and 
the  Grand  Costa  Maya,  there  are 
sites  such  as  Cobá  and  Muyil 
(Riviera) the small Polé (now Xcaret), 
and Kohunlich, Kinichná, Dzibanché, 
Oxtankah,  Tulum,  and Chacchoben, 
in the south of the state. Chichen Itza 
is  in  the  neighboring  state  of 
Yucatán.

Information

Tel. (52) 55. 9876.7434.

http://www.visitcancun.mx

http://www.visitcancun.mx/

